


SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 
PRACTICE 
RESEARCH 

ORGANIZATION 
(SIPRO) 

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 
HEALTHCARE 

FOUNDATION - FQHC 

SIU- SCHOOL  
OF MEDICINE 



SIPRO 

  Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) specifying 
cooperative efforts in teaching, research, clinical 
care and community service 

  Jointly established SIPRO, a collaborative PBRN 
  Includes a Practice Research Manager, access to 

SIU’s IRB, medical library, research and statistical 
support and training 

  Created a Statement of Community Values for 
Research  









  Can help clinicians and patients to change 
behaviors and make more informed choices 

  Reorganize and coordinate delivery of care 
  Strengthen the physician-patient relationship 
  Promote recruitment and retention 
  Adds value to the CHC’s mission 
  Provides opportunity for diverse underserved 

patients to be heard 





Challenges 



Surprises 



Why SIPRO is important to the 
SIU School of Medicine… 
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Why SIPRO is  Important to the 
SIU School of Medicine… 



Current Focus 



Current Focus 

  Research prioritization 
– gather and utilize data from SIHF practices, 

patient demographics, key health concerns 
and quality indicators 

  Testing strategies for involving the community in 
the research process 



Building Collaborative Research 
Teams 

  Pilot project - Impact SIPRO’s future 
development 

  Prepare collaborative teams of clinicians for their 
roles as “community-based clinical investigators”  

  Developing teams that are mutually accountable 
and respectful of one another’s contributions to 
the programs goals 



Research Collaboration 

Generating research ideas from the CHC and 
from the academic institution 



In Summary 

  Fulfillment of Joint Missions 
  Belief in the Importance of Research to 

Improving our Patients and the Community’s 
Health 

  Building an Evidence-Based Culture 
  We Believe that as a Business Decision this 

Will Result in Funding to Support a 
Research Infrastructure Based in the 
Community 


